
THE VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY 
is a long-term project to produce detailed 
local histories of England, parish by parish. 

Professional historians working to the highest 
standards use original sources, going back to the 
earliest records and coming up to the present day. 
And the resulting histories have all sorts of uses, 
not just for historians but for anyone interested in 
the history of where they live or where they come 
from.

Fund-raising 
for volume 21

Above: volumes of the Wiltshire VCH published to date.

The results are published in the famous big red 
books and online. All but 2 of the 18 volumes of 
the Wiltshire VCH so far published are available 
online, free of charge. You can access them via our 
website www.wiltshirehistory.org. Draft sections of 
the volumes now nearing completion (volume 19 on 
the Mere area and volume 20 on the Chippenham 
area) can also be found on the same website, as can 
a first section for volume 21 on south-east Wiltshire, 
on which work started recently. The map (below) 
shows where work is in progress and where we
have not yet started.



the challenge
Progress with work on the VCH depends on dona-
tions.  We are a charity whose purpose is to raise 
funds and then to let contracts to historians to 
do the research. A fund-raising event at Trafalgar 
Park in May 2019 raised sufficient for work to start 
on the new volume covering south-east Wiltshire 
(the hundreds of Alderbury and Frustfield). The 
map (right) shows the area to be covered. The first 
contract was for the parishes of Whiteparish and 
Landford. That work is now nearly complete and 
the resulting draft text can be seen via our website 
www.wiltshirehistory.org. A second contract, to 
prepare a chapter on Clarendon, has now been let 
and we expect soon to let a third contract covering 
another of the larger parishes in the area.

Further work depends on raising the necessary 
money. Research and writing up of a volume costs 
around £175,000. We have so far spent around 
£30,000 on volume 21 and a further £20,000 has 
been donated or pledged. This leaves around 
£125,000 to be raised before we can complete this 
volume.

Please be generous!

how you can support us
We will be very grateful for donations: to make a 
donation please complete the attached form.

If you are able to commit now to contributing over 
several years, that would be particularly valuable. 
This may be most simply achieved by banker’s 
order. If you are doing this please complete the 
second part of the form.

Gift aid, which is available if you pay income tax and 
the donation is not made from a charitable trust, is 
valuable both to us (allowing us to claim back the 
tax you have paid) and to you (by offsetting your 
liability to higher rate tax). The fourth section of the 
form is a gift aid declaration.

showing our appreciation
The new volume will include a big thank you to 
all our donors. And we will include at the front of 
the volume a list of all those who have contributed 
£5,000 or more and at the end of the volume lists 
of those contributing £1,000 or more and £500 or 
more. The lists will also be included in the online 
version of the volume. In the third section of the 
form you can indicate how you would like your 
name(s) to appear. Logos of corporate and charita-
ble sponsors can also be included.

giving time
We will need volunteers to help arouse local inter-
est, to arrange local fund-raising and to get involved 
in research. If you are interested please contact our 
chairman, David Moss, at wiltshirevch@gmail.com.

Above: The areas to be covered by volume 21.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  




